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of findings, calls witnesses but forbears to pronounce ver-
dicts. Far from laying down the law, on the whole he
even forbears to preach.
Good King Charles would thus have made an ideal last
play, ending the long career with a cosmic query, a challenge
to human knowledge, lofty, serene, tolerant, "and hopeful.
Our last glance of the ancient dramatist would then have
been of an irrepressible old philosopher perched in the
towers of imaginative curiosity, meditating on the mysteries
of life. It was not to be. Habit was too strong. The
demon propelling Shaw along the playwright's path for
more than fifty years, prodded the aged pilgrim to his un-
certain feet as soon as Hitler was out of the world's way,
and forced him to take the road again. For Shaw must
write or die.
(57)                    BUOYANT BILLIONS
Written in 1946-8. Shaw determined that this play should be
first publicly performed at the reopening of the Malvern Festival (in
abeyance since the outbreak of war in 1939) and nowhere else.
Unfortunately, the structural alterations to the Malvern Theatre
required by the authorities before rekunching the festival were
completed neither by 1947 nor by 1948.
First production as Zu Viel Geld at Schauspielhaus, Zurich, on
2ist October 1948.
Among the First Players.
Erwin Kaiser played Bill Buoyant, and Maria Becker the part
of She.
'When I write a play I do not foresee nor intend a page of it from
one end to the other: the play writes itself. I may reason out every
sentence until I have made it say exactly what it comes to me to say;
but whence or how or why it comes to me, or why I persisted,
through nine years of unrelieved market failure, in writing instead of
in stockbroking or turf book-making or peddling, I do not know.
You may say it was because I had a talent that way. So I hadj
but that feet remains inexplicable.'                                G. B. S.
In the course of an interview in 1947 a reporter asked
Shaw the name of his latest play. He received the answer
that the title had not been finally decided, but that he could
provisionally call it Piffle. It would, of course, be untrue